Annual house raffle benefits care centers

$150 ticket buys chance
for $350,000 residence

By KIRBY SPROULS
Tribune Siall Writer

[ 1311l Killilea calls

you on May 7, he's

likely got real good
NEWws.

(ne of the satisfactions
Killilez derives from Lhe
Zainl Joseph Regional
Medical Center House
Raffle that he started 14
years ago is notifying the
WIITET,

“A lotof times people
_ don't believe you,” he
said, “And it's amazing
how so often someons
gets 1o them hefore we
do, and they already
know.” )

Tivo years ago, Killilea
was delighted Lo inform s
friend that she and her
husband had won a
hame in Bradford Shores
at Knollwood.

Thal home sil= next to
this year’s house, which
was unveiled this week.
The 2,514-square-fool
home is al 18195 Bald-
win Drive in the subdivi-
sion southwest of [ron-
wood and Adams roads
in Clay Township.

Valued at $350,000,
the home features a
bwio-story greal Toom
wilh fireplace, specialty
woodwork in the dining
room and a first-loor
master suite with &
garden bukby

Built by Place
Builders, the home has
three bedrooms on the
second Eomia i &ETM r
garage, 2% balhs, a
ready-to-finish basenyent
and a stone-accented
exterior,

OHfers (ar lickets) are
$150 apiece and go on
sdle at 8 a.mi March 2 at
the former SIRMC at 215
W. Fourth St Mishamwaakis

Al paid offers entered
by noon March 8 will be
eligible for the $2,010
“parly bird" prize drawn
that day.

The winner of the
house can opt for the
$200,000 cash prize, but
Killilea said only tne
winner has ever taken the
money, He said live win-
ners have moved into
their new homes while
1he others have taken the
Thomes and sold them.

Bill Killilea tours the Salnt Jeseph Regional Medical
Centar rafile house, 19 years after he organized the
first one. Proceeds go to Women's Care Cenler and

the Healthy Family Center.

“The formila is sel up
Lo encourage the winner
Lo aceept the house,”
[Eillilea said.

There are plenty of
prizes that will be award-
ed at the drawing May 7.
Second prize is the choice
of a 2010 Ford Ranger or
a4 2010 Subaru Imprez,
provided by Gurley-Leep
Automotive Group. The
alternative cash prize is
$15,000

In'all, there are 41}1
cash prizes, ranging from
$175 to $5,000; Rallle
organizers will sell 3,960

ers — antd it's always
sold out.

The biggesl winners, of

course, ane the two bene-
ficiaries of the raffle —
the Healthy Familv Cen-
ter in Mishawaka and the
Women's Care Center,

Chver the years, more
Lhan 34 million hias been
distributed to those orga-
nizations, according to
Andrew Snyder, vice
president of marketing
antl community develop-
ment for STRMC, He said
the twio annnally divide
about $200,000,

Ann Manion, president
of the Women's Care
Center, said the raffle is
“huge for us ... without
it we could not do what
we do"
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Whait they do, she said.
1s serve one-third of the
pregnant women af St

| Joseph County from four
M localions in the county.

Offering all their sez-
vices free of charge, the
Women's Care Genter
served 4,093 women in
8L Joseph County alone
in 2008,

Manion said with the
state of the economy, the
ceniter has had Lo provide
50 percent more tangible
items such as didpers,
cribs snd car seats th its
clienks.

The Healthy Famtly
Center. meanwhile,
served maore than 19,004
patients in 2008, But do
[den, director of opera-
tions, said at the cioorrent
rate, that figore could
double this year.

The HEC, which is af-
filiated with Sainl Joseph
Regional Medical Center,
servies uninsured, unter-
mnsured and others.

[den said Lhe raffle is
the largest single
fundraiser for the HFC.

*] don't know what we
would do withput iL." she
said.
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